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Redistricting for skunks, dogs, and scorpions

by Rick Karlin

February 3, 2012

We’ve heard the term “gerrymandering” quite a bit lately in relation to the self-serving redistricting maps that New York’s lawmakers have devised. The term relates to a salamander-shaped state senate district that 19th Century Massachusetts Gov. Elbridge Gerry signed off on in order to help one of his political allies.

With that in mind, an intern with GOP 150th District Assemblyman Andrew Goodell came up with the “New York State Assembly Guide to Redistricting.”

Intern Cansu Zaim clearly has a good artistic eye, as evidenced by the following comparisons, drawn from a variety of clip art sources.

While much of the focus on New York’s redistricting fight has been on the Senate, GOP Assembly members, who are in the distinct minority, have also complained about some of their bizarre district shapes.

Here are some examples for your enjoyment.

Gerrymander

http://www.scribd.com/doc/80252442/Gerrymander
AD-150
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